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from furry friends

“Alone, we can do so little; together, we can do so much” – Helen Keller.

This quote is by Helen Keller, an American author, who lost her sight and hearing when she

was 19 months old. She went on to become a disability rights activist and to become the first

deaf and blind person to be awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree in America.

 

This quote seems fitting for several reasons, firstly it was international Women’s day on March

8th and Helen Keller is a great example of someone who overcame adversity, and it is also a

poignant reminder to keep the achievement of women at the forefront of historical

development and alongside current achievements. We know that our schools are ensuring that

our children are learning about a range of people who have had significant impact on the shape

of our world. Secondly the quote itself is fitting - together we can achieve so much more -

from the small act of reading with someone to the big changes that can come about and we

have seen a few of these over this term. 

 

Our MAT won the most improved MAT award at the recent national MATA awards. This was

great news and a collective recognition of all the work that has been achieved by all the staff

within the Trust. We are really pleased to have won and to have the hard work that is put in

day in day out recognised at national level.

We have had 3 school inspections across the Trust since the last newsletter and we will update

you of the findings once we are able to.

 

It is also worth taking time to think about the work that our Governors do and this is marked

each year on February 28th  (Governor Awareness Day). They support our schools to ensure

that things are running well, to give advice and support and to contribute to the collective

community at each school – and all in a voluntary role – so thank you.

 

Comic Relief is a great example of this quote in action and we know that our schools have

taken part in this event and again collectively helped to support other children here and across

the world. Our schools have also celebrated World Book Day and this collective event has

been a celebration of all things reading, in many different ways across our schools. Again, the

team effort from all the staff in each school really makes this a successful event.

 

Finally, schools are busy practising for the InMAT Big Sing on Tuesday 21st May 2024 at The

Derngate, Northampton. Another chance when we can showcase our talented children and

staff across all our trust schools. Hopefully, we will see many of you there.

 

Wishing you all a restful Easter break with your families. We look forward to the Summer term

and some warmer weather too.

 

Best Wishes

 

Simon Blight & Renuka Popat

School Improvement Leads
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Enabling Great Leaders, To Create Great Schools, Where We Always Put Children First

INMAT began in 2017 with just 4

schools.  We are now a group of 11

primary schools that have joined

together to harness the richness of 

diverse learning communities 

WHAT'S INSIDE

https://www.instagram.com/inmat_inspire/
https://twitter.com/InMAT_
https://www.linkedin.com/company/19556009/
https://www.facebook.com/INMAT-104805535596074
http://www.inmat.org.uk/
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World Book Day is a celebration of literature and reading

that takes place annually, igniting a passion for books and

storytelling among people of all ages. One particularly

memorable event during World Book Day at Ashby Fields

was an author visit from Gareth Baker, whose engaging

presence and insightful storytelling captivated audiences of

children and staff alike.

Gareth Baker, known for his imaginative tales and thought-

provoking narratives, shared his experiences as a writer

and inspired listeners to explore the world of literature.

His visit not only encouraged a love for reading but also

fostered creativity and imagination amongst the children at

Ashby Fields. 

Through discussions, readings, and interactive sessions,

Gareth Baker left a lasting impression on the school

community, sparking curiosity and encouraging individuals

to embark on their own literary journeys. This author visit

exemplified the spirit of World Book Day, bringing people

together to celebrate the magic of storytelling and the

power of words. 

Thank you Gareth for a truly memorable day for all at

Ashby Fields! 



SJIS - Celebrated red nose day and
raised funds for comic relief

fhis - Young Leaders at FHIS
putting their skills to the test

afps - Visit from Gareth Baker
on world book day

SBPS - Ready to race at the F1 in
schools event

KPS - Year 6 residential to PGL
caythorpe court in lincolnshire

TAPS - DT lessons, Year 2 have been learning all
about beach huts and how to make their own.

kpia - World Book DayHMPS - Enjoying Science week
2024

LHPS - Year 4 dressed as their favourite
characters on world book day

KPJA - Rehersals for the big
sing performance

WPS - World book day 2024

 TERm 4 GALLERY
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World Book Day

For World Book Day this year we were lucky enough

to have a visiting author and some special guests.

Natasha Fountain; a local author came into meet the

children and she brought the main characters from her

books with her; a horse called Cody and a sheep dog

called Tess. The children were very excited to meet

Cody who greeted them in our school hall, and they

enjoyed hearing about the detective stories in which

Cody and Tess are the main characters. 

Continuing with the reading theme we have also had

the honour of hosting Albie who is our therapy dog.

Albie has been to see us a few times now and children

really enjoy reading to Albie in our library. 

The children also had the opportunity to come to

school in their pyjamas and have a whole day of

various reading activities. 

Year 6 have also recently had a visit from the

magistrates. They worked with the children looking at

a court case and focussed on how to stay safe online.

They also had an informative talk about the role of a

magistrate and how the court/legal system works. 



SOMETHING NEWS-
WORTHY
A Career in
Teaching
Thinking of a Career in Teaching?

InMAT is partnering with the Northamptonshire

Teaching school Hub and we are looking to recruit

trainees for this September. We are really pleased

to be working with the Teaching Hub so that we

can support the next generation of teachers.

The School-Centred Initial Teacher Training

(SCITT) programme is a one-year teacher-training

course which enables you to train and develop your

skills in the classroom.

Our SCITT course is ideal for people who are

eager to learn on the job and make a difference in

their community from day one. As a trainee, you’ll

be interacting every day with pupils and working as

a member of teaching staff in a school local to you.

Our research-led programme is designed to give

you plenty of practical experience as well as

subject-specific training and a deep understanding

of effective teaching methods.

You’ll be in the classroom from September 2024

and will benefit from the support of a trained

mentor throughout your training. At the end of our

programme, you’ll be awarded qualified teacher

status (QTS) and postgraduate certificate in

education (PGCE).

We are recruiting now for September 2024 for the

Primary phase.

 

Do you have a degree and interested?

Contact InMAT on admin@inmat.org.uk and we will

get in touch and we will look forward to discussing this

further with you.

Or you can contact the Northamptonshire teaching

school and speak to their friendly ITT Advisor, Charlie:

01536 397013 or email itt@northantsTSHub.org

Or apply for your teacher training course today:

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training"

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training


MORE NEWS-WORTHY  
UPDATES

Standens Barn Primary School

On Friday 9th February, a group of 12 dedicated

children participated in the regional finals of the F1 in

Schools competition at Aston University in

Brimingham.

The children attended an after-school club for many

weeks, and, during this time, they designed and built

their own F1 model cars.

During the final competition, our children raced their

car, presented their designs and independently

answered a number of questions by a panel of adults. 

Following our successful involvement in the regional

finals at Aston University, Barnula 1 racing team were

invited back to participate in the national finals in

Rotherham.

During the final competition, the team raced their car,

presented their design and independently answered a

number of questions by a panel of adults. They were

also interviewed live on You Tube, which we were

able to watch at school. In the end, they placed 7th

out of 22 teams from across the country- wow!

The children have demonstrated our ethos of BEST

and shown resilience, passion and enthusiasm. We are

all incredibly proud of their achievements- well done

to all involved.



staff/school 
celebrations

Kate Letts

A huge well done to Kate Letts (Deputy

Head Teacher at Hall Meadow) for

successfully completing the National

Professional Qualification for Leading

Behaviour and Culture (NPQLBC). 

The course provided Kate with the

essential knowledge, skills and concepts that

underpin successful leadership of behaviour

and culture through reading, researching

and discussing various theories, studies and

proven examples over 18 months of study.

Hall Meadow Primary School
rates in the top 1% in the
country for phonics!
Rt Hon Damian Hinds MP, Minister for Schools, has sent his

congratulations to Hall Meadow Primary School, Kettering for

their 'outstanding achievement in the 2023 Phonics Screening

Check.'

In the June 2023 Phonics Screener, ALL Year 1 pupils at Hall

Meadow successfully passed the screener which has put them in

the top 1 per cent of all primary schools in the country.

Figures show that 83% of pupils who met the expected standard in

Year 1 went on to achieve at least the expected standard at the

end of Key Stage 2, which underlines the importance of developing

the ability to decode words effectively at an early age.

In his letter, Rt Hon Hinds thanked the school for their

committment and success in this vital area of child's early

education as well as congratulating both staff and children on this

achievement.

Mrs Cassie Bodman-Knight, Headteacher commented ' Achieveing

100% in the phonics screener was down to the hard work of our

whole school community; the staff who have worked tirelessly

with the children, the parents for supporting the learning at home

but most of all the children for trying their very best. I was

delighted in June with them all and this letter adds to the pride we

have for all our children at Hall Meadow.'

Hall Meadow Primary School is part of the InMAT family of schools

who have shared in their congratulations with all those involved

and are thrilled to be recognised at such a top level.



SEND SPACE
Unlocking Learning: TheUnlocking Learning: The
Importance of Dual CodingImportance of Dual Coding
to Support Children withto Support Children with
Special Educational NeedsSpecial Educational Needs
In the realm of education, catering to the diverse needs

of every learner is paramount. For children with Special

Educational Needs (SEN), traditional teaching methods

may not always suffice. This is where the concept of dual

coding emerges as a powerful tool in the educational

arsenal. Dual coding refers to the practice of presenting

information using both verbal and visual representations

simultaneously. This approach not only benefits SEN

children but can enhance learning for all children by

tapping into different cognitive pathways.

One of the primary advantages of dual coding lies in its

ability to accommodate diverse learning styles. While

some children excel in absorbing information through

auditory means, others may thrive with visual aids. By

integrating both verbal and visual elements, dual coding

ensures that information is accessible to a broader range

of learners. For children with SEN, who may struggle

with processing verbal information alone due to

conditions such as dyslexia or auditory processing

disorder, visual cues provide invaluable support in

comprehension and retention. 

Furthermore, dual coding promotes deeper

understanding and memory retention. When

information is presented using both verbal and visual

channels, it creates multiple points of entry into the

brain, reinforcing learning. Visual aids such as diagrams,

illustrations, or multimedia presentations help to

clarify complex concepts, making abstract ideas more

tangible and comprehensible for children with SEN.

 

For instance, a child with autism spectrum condition

(ASC) may find it challenging to grasp social scenarios

through verbal instruction alone, but visual cues such

as social stories or comic strips can offer invaluable

guidance and context. 

Importantly, dual coding promotes inclusivity and

equity in education. By embracing a multisensory

approach to teaching and learning, teachers create

environments where every child can thrive, regardless

of their cognitive differences or learning challenges.

Rather than viewing SEN as barriers to be overcome,

dual coding acknowledges and respects the diverse

ways in which children process information, fostering a

culture of acceptance and empowerment in the

classroom. As a trust we use Widget to support dual

coding and access to all our academies curriculums. 



TRUSTWIDE
VACANCIES
J O I N  U S ,  P R O G R E S S  W I T H  U S
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Trust Estates Manager
InMat, NN6 9ER
Contract Type: Permanent

Contract Term: Full time

Salary: £40,221.00 - £44,428.00 Annually (FTE)

Closing date: 27/03/2024

Start Date: May 2024

Reception/ KS1 Teaching
Assistant
falconer's hill infant school, nn11 0QF
Contract Type: Permanent 

Contract Term: Part time

Salary: £22,737.00 - £23,114.00 Annually (FTE)

Closing date: 04/04/2024

Start Date: 15/04/2024

Key Stage 1 Class Teacher
falconer's hill infant school, nn11 0QF
Contract Type: Permanent 

Contract Term: Full time

Salary:  £30,000.00 - £46,525.00 Annually (FTE)

Closing date: 15/04/2024

Start Date: 01/09/2024

JOIN OURJOIN OURJOIN OUR   
TALENT POOLSTALENT POOLSTALENT POOLS

Are you a member of staff looking for

a new role or a change of setting?  

Are you a student looking for a

future career with INMAT? Want to

work for us, but your dream job isn't

advertised right now? Join our talent

pool on MyNewTerm to register

your interest.

Permanent staff

supply staff
Would you like to experience

working across a variety of schools?

Are you looking for casual or part-

time teaching work? Do you want to

earn more than you would with a

supply agency? Register your interest

by joining the INMAT supply pool on

Teacher Booker 

W W W . T E A C H E R B O O K E R . C O M

https://www.mynewterm.com/trust/INMAT/751845373
https://www.mynewterm.com/jobs/146528/EDV-2023-LHCPS-87782
https://www.mynewterm.com/school/INMAT/751845373/EDV-2024-I-61179/Trust-Estates-Manager
https://www.mynewterm.com/jobs/144172/EDV-2023-FHIS-51258
https://www.mynewterm.com/jobs/144172/EDV-2023-FHIS-51258
https://www.mynewterm.com/school/Falconer's-Hill-Infant-School/144172/EDV-2024-FHIS-21836/Reception-KS1-Teaching-Assistant
https://www.mynewterm.com/school/Falconer's-Hill-Infant-School/144172/EDV-2024-FHIS-46476/Key-Stage-1-Class-Teacher
https://www.mynewterm.com/school/Falconer's-Hill-Infant-School/144172/EDV-2024-FHIS-46476/Key-Stage-1-Class-Teacher
https://www.mynewterm.com/school/Falconer's-Hill-Infant-School/144172/EDV-2024-FHIS-46476/Key-Stage-1-Class-Teacher
https://app.teacherbooker.com/register/public/invite/hs9tgfli9ppf5sb7

